June 27-July 3, 2004

Community Action Committee of Pike County, Inc., and Eastern Local
Schools joined forces to bring Group Workcamps to the Pike County area.

Group Workcamp 2004 a
Huge Success!!!

What is Group Workcamp?

GROUP WORKCAMPS is a faith-based, national
organization that organizes student volunteers and adult
sponsors to perform home improvement projects in
participating communities. Group Workcamps are
intensive one-week mission trips of service.
Workcamps offer individuals and youth an opportunity
to perform hands-on home-repair projects for needy
residents, many of whom have seen their homes
damaged by natural disaster or just years of
can’t-afford-to-fix disrepair.

How did Group Workcamp benefit our
community?

Community Action Committee of Pike County, Inc.,
along with Eastern Local School District co-sponsered
the Group Workcamp.

Group Workcamp Foundation brought approximately
400 adults and teenagers from around the country to
work on the homes of low-income families and elderly
who needed their homes repaired in Pike County.

This program provided home repair, including free
material and labor, to qualifying residents.

The participants and volunteers built wheelchair ramps,
put roofs on homes, painted, and performed general
home repairs where needed. Workcamp participants
were housed at the Eastern Local School in Beaver,
Ohio. At the end of each day, the Group Workcamp
participants recapped the activities of each day and put
the experience into perspective. This group of teenagers
and adults repaired, renovated, and weatherized 52
homes throughout Pike County, totalling a whopping
9,750 labor hours.

Please contact Group Workcamps for more information.

Group Workcamps
P.O. Box 599
Loveland, CO 80539

www.groupworkcamps.com

We would like to
thank all
participants,
volunteers, and
members of the
community for
their help and
support in
making the
2004
Group
Workcamp
a great success!
We couldn’t have
done it without
you.

THANK YOU!!!
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Dale Brigner, 70, will be getting heip from Group Workcamps with his Pike County home. Group
Workcamps is a non-denominational Christian organization that does home repairs for low-in-
come and disabled residents.

Teen missionaries to come to

Pike County to lend a hand

By CLAIRE CAHOON and facilities and “camping” on the
DANI%LM?RAZER ﬂonr Busmessanddnm:heshave
Gesetie Staft Wrighes fere s and dona-
At age 70, Dale Brigner finds 1t “It’s t‘he comnmmty coming to-
difficult to keep up with things up gether;” Mustard said. “We've had
like he used to. so much support from the area.”
He said he goes out with his dogs | The teens will spend the week
every day and sees the work need- doing work on area homes, with

ing to be done on his house. He
wishes he could fix it up, but just
isn't able to do it anymore.

“T've worked all my life in tim-
ber,” he said. “Now that I'm older,
I can no longer do these things. I
have a lot of stuff around the

it,” he said. “They’re going to fix
the gutters and replace three
lower layers of siding and paint
the whole end of the house there.”

Pam Mustard, of the Pike Coun-
ty Community Action Organiza-
tion, said 400 teens and adults

only a half-day Wedmsday fora
break. Mnstm'd said the groups
will be doing everything from
minor repairs and painting to in-
stalling siding and building decks
and wheelchair ramps.

Even local teens are getting in-

house that needs repaired.” ; volved. Mustard said some area
With the help ofrgpgmup of teen- frqm all Ifger will ctﬁ[ene tw helpﬁ kids are volunteering with the ef-

agers from across the country, PAir 60 homes in the county. fort and several others have

Brigner is going to get his wish, ~ teams Wwill arrive Sunday and 504 Group Workcamps to help
| Group Workcamps, a non-de- Work through July 3. . make repairs in other parts of the

nominational istian organiza- Mustard said area _ business, country.

tion that repairs homes for low-in- churches and o A, b 3 (Cahoon can be reached at

come and disabled residents, is have opened their doors to SUPPOrt 475 9367 or vig e-mail at

coming to Pike County. For Brign- the program. Everyone from  ccahoon@nncogannett.com.

er, being the recipient of their help Group Workcamps will be staying  prazer can be reached at

is a weight of his mind. in the Eastern Local Schools build-  772-9364 or via e-mail at

“I'm really looking forward to

ing, using their lockerroom shower

dprazer@nncogannett.com)
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Wirt. “When it comes to sac-
rificing time, meney and
sweat, that’'s the next step.
It’s one many kids haven’t
taken.” ,

' The teens in Wirt’s group
were from a number of differ-
ent locations, from Medina
and Centerville to Silver
Spring, Md., and Waterdown,
Ontario, Canada. None were
hesitant to learn all they
cpuld about home repair,
specifically how to remedy a
leaking porch and roof at 327
Third St. in Beaver. The
house is owned by Gene
James and his wife, Doris,

who are both pleased with
the Group Workcamp pro-
gram.
“My porch had leaks. The
boards were rotten. They’re
going to put a whole new roof
on it while they’re up there,”
said James, “They’ll do some
painting on the inside too.” If
not for the program it
would’'ve taken a long time to
get the work done, said the
67-year-old Beaver resident
who described youth volun-
teers as “good kids.”

Bei Achirimofor, - 15, of
Maryland, said she was a lit-
tle nervous about starting

work.

“At first 1 had second
thoughts,” she said. “lI was
thinking, ‘What if the resi-
dents don’t like me? But
they’re very nice, and the
work is really fun.”

The Group Workcamp vol-
unteers are urged to share
their faith with the residents
while working on their
homes. When the day is over,
they return to their base of
operations at the Eastern
Local Schools Campus in
Beaver and discuss their
experiences.

Community Action Com-
mittee’s groundwork paved
the way for Steve Phipps,
director for the Pike County
Group Workcamp, to come in

and oversee the eﬁ'orté. amd regretfully, due to the August.
“Maybe in two years,” she

Phipps said the cosponsor
was the most prepared of any

incredible amount of work
that would have to begin in

he had ever seen. CAChelda

training session in March to
teach home evaluators the
criteria for approving pro-
gram applications and also
collected donations from local
organizations - $1,000 from
the Pike County Board of
Commissioners and $3,000
from the Waverly Eagles’

Lodge #2227.
“It's laborsome,” said
Phipps. “It takes a lot of

planning and preparation.”
He was sorry to mention that
the workcamp program won’t
be offered again in 2005.
“We definitely won’t be
ready for next year,” Mustard

said.
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per west of the Alleghenies

Wednesday * June 30, 2004

“It just seemed like a good idea, helping out a community.”

nation help
By DANIEL PRAZER

Gazette Staff Writer

BEAVER — 1It's been 12
years since 70-year-old
Rasetta Ward had her garage
painted.

That is, until Sunday, when
400 teen-agers descended
upon Eastern High School,
ready to fan out each morn-
ing and help those in need
with nagging home repairs.

Group Workcamps is a na-
tional program based in Col-
orado that sends Christian
youth groups of many

il

denominations across the
country to depressed areas
ready to help mend the
homes of the disabled, elder-
ly or impoverished, accord-
ing to its Web site.

“I've heard some people
explain what a life-changing
thing it was,” said Michael
Lopuszynski, a teen-ager
from Aurora, IIL

“God calls you here to do
something good.”

To come to Beaver, they
paid $399 each for a week of
sleeping on Eastern High

nts

Jen Catharine, 21, of Milford, N.FL

tm,!’& A ﬂ.

Members of Group Workcamps and homeowner
Rosetta Ward take a break from

gather in the front yard for a brie
Workcamps is comprised of Christian youth from

across the country.

School’s floor and working in
teams of five or six during
the day. The school’s parking
lots held license plates from
as far away as Maine, Kansas
and Ontario, Canada.

“Being around 400 other
kids who have the same be-

some, because you're all here

£ -

Robert J. Moomealeazeﬂe
Pajnting Tuesday to
prayer circle. Group

liefs as you is pretty awe-
for the same reason,” said
Danielle Stoillwell, a 17-year-
old from Fort Wayne, Ind. She
said after a trip last year to

See CAMP, Page 5A |

: Robert J. Moorhead/Gazette
Danielle Stillwell, 17, of Fort Wayne, Ind., scrapes old caulking from around a window Tuesday on the home of |
Rosetta Ward as part of the work being done by Group Workcamps this week in Pike County. '

A summer
camp with
tool belts
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From Page 1A

work
“T've heard stories from a couple

ty didn’t embracg?i:em,” said |

Donna Basler, 45, who came with
her youth group from East Hart-
fo=d, Cnnn, "Everyone’sbeenso

welcoming. It's really peat to be |

appreciated.”
Pam Mustard, task coordinator |
with Pike County Community Ac- |

tion, said she received 120 applica-
tions from people requesting help
with their home repairs, but be-
,cause projects had to be within a
30-minute radius of Eastern High
| School, that number was whittled

Robert J. Moorhead/Gazette
A map inside Eastern High School shows the 64 homes being
worked on by Group Workcamps this week.

oy adults, and staffers m involved was simple
?rganizing afl':atm is a ‘-‘Itjtmtseunﬂdwﬁea-gbodﬂea,
dmm w&mm helping out a community.”

N.H, said her  (Prazer can be reached at
taskofnmnfnsﬂmoﬂ'ioehasm 772-9364 or via e-mail at
dprazer@nncogannett.com)

smoothly.

“This has been g awesome,”

;ﬂ;;said.“’ﬁ:isis rv?stmmu
involvement ever seen,

either as a camper or a staffer.”

Catharine originally started as a

i~

bas- camper five years ago, and two

ymagomwdu&tnaswﬁng

- position. She






